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Dear James

Welcome to the Fee Affordability and Parental Time Survey Report prepared for Example Day Boarding School
by Baines Cutler Solutions Ltd. | hope you find it useful.

This survey was conducted in February 2022 and asked parents at Example Day Boarding School to provide
confidential and anonymous information on their family circumstances, household earnings, work status and
time commitments. The purpose of the survey is to help senior management and governors at Example Day
Boarding School better understand their parents as customers and in particular find out how they pay their
school fees and the financial and other pressures they face. The data for this survey was collected online by
Baines Cutler Solutions Ltd (“BCS”) following a request to participate sent by the school. The survey was open
for 3 weeks and closed on 15 March 2022. All data is held as the property of BCS and we will not provide data
on any individual (even anonymously) back to the school. This report covers most of the information in the
original questionnaire but if schools would like further information or analysis carried out please contact us.

This report necessarily contains a great deal of information about your parental body, much of which you will
not have had access to before now. If you would like help in understanding what your report means practically
for your school and what actions you might consider taking as a result, please do contact me. In particular |
may be able to point you towards areas where your parental body is different from other schools, based on
similar surveys we are carrying out for them. As part of the cost of this survey | have built in 20 minutes of time
to speak with you - so please feel free to take me up on it!

If you are not aware of them already you may also be interested in our services to schools, such as our
financial and teacher pay benchmarking, teacher workload desktop analyses and bespoke 360 strategic
stakeholder surveys. If you would like to find out more about any of these please contact me or look at our
website www.bcsconsultants.co.uk

Yours sincerely
Rhiannon Cutler

Baines Cutler Solutions Ltd

March 2022


http://www.bcsconsultants.co.uk/
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Survey background and participation

Survey Background

This section provides high-level data on how many parents participated in the survey, who they were and which
year groups their children are in, the high-level financial commitments they have in terms of mortgages and
other children they are supporting at other schools or at university and then their childcare commitments. The

issue of childcare, in term-time and in the holidays, is explored later in this report.

Who participated?

The table below shows key data about which parents participated in the survey and then compares this with

data for the school as a whole. In all 67% of families participated covering 66% of pupils.

Parents and Pupils Units Survey Result School as a whole
Number of Participating Families Number 200 300
Number of Pupils covered Number 331 500

Coverage by type of pupil ‘ Units ‘ Survey Proportion ‘ School as a whole
Girl pupils % 82 45
Boarding pupils (all boarding types) % 39 40
Junior and pre-prep pupils % 68 30




BAINES CUTLER

Example Day Boarding School

High-level information about your parental body

This section provides high-level information about your parental body, their family circumstances and their

financial and wider commitments. Such information provides you with a backdrop to help you interpret the rest

of the data in this report.

Pupil profile of participants

The graph below shows which school year the pupils covered by this survey are currently in.

Pupil profile of survey participants
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The graph below then shows how long the pupils covered by this survey have been at the school (all parts of it)

Length of time at school
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Financial Commitments - Mortgages, University and Other School Support

and Childcare

The table below shows some other high-level information about your participating parental body.

Mortgages ‘ Number ‘ Percentage
How many families have mortgages? 110 99
How many of these families have fixed-rate 55 50
mortgages and what percentage does this
represent of all families with mortgages?
Supporting other children Number Percentage
How many families are also supporting 105 58
children at university?
How many families are paying fees at another 34 17
school?
Paying for childcare Number Percentage
How many families are paying for childcare in 106 98
the term-time?
How many families are paying for childcare in 106 53
half-terms?
How many families are paying for childcare in 100 50
school holidays?
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Who pays your school fees and what income sources do

they draw on?

Two key questions all schools ought to know is “who exactly is paying our fees?” and “what sources of income
are being used to do this?” This section of the report examines how participating parents paid your fees over

the three school years 2019/20, 2020/21 and 2021/22. So for example the survey asked what proportion was
being paid by grandparents and/or other relatives and then for the parents themselves, whether the fees were

paid from earnings, savings and investments, mortgaging, inheritance or other means.

A connected question is then whether the percentage of fees paid from parental earnings changes with the
stage of school which the pupil is at - in other words is it getting harder for parents of younger children to
afford fees simply from earnings? Knowing this will help schools better understand how their pricing policies
might vary at different stages of school life. Note that for this and all later “earnings” sections of this report we

exclude parents who have children who are receipt of means-tested bursaries, as the school already has

information on them and their school fees are, in part, being met on a means-tested basis by the school itself.

Where does the money come from?
The three pie charts below show how your parents paid your school fees in 2019/20, 2020/21 and 2021 /22.

How your fees were paid in 2019/20 How your fees were paid in 2020/21
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How important is the Bank of Grannie and Grandad?

It is widely presumed that the “Bank of Grannie and Grandad” is becoming an increasing source of financial help
to the parents of pupils at independent schools but to what extent do parents actually get such help? Of the
189 parents who participated in this survey a total of 115 parents representing 61% of the total, had some
proportion of their school fees paid by their own parents in at least one of the past three academic years
2019/20 2020/21 or 2021/22.

Looking at the spread of support the graph below shows the level of grandparental support towards fees in
bands of 10%, just for the academic year 2021/22 and only for those families where such support is provided.
It is interesting to note that the average level of earnings for those receiving more than 25% grandparental

support was £133,426.
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Are income sources different at different stages of school life?

One further consideration in understanding fee affordability is whether the proportion of fees paid from
earnings changes depending on the stages pupils are at in their school life. To the extent that it does this could
inform decisions made about fee levels charged at different stages of the school. The line graph below shows
the percentage of fees paid from parental earnings for each school year group. Note that the year group the
oldest child in each participating family is currently in at Example Day Boarding School is used for this graph

and we look at the academic year 2021/22 only. A later section looks at if this percentage changes when
parents have more than one child.

Percentage of fees paid from earnings by school year group
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How much do your parents earn?

This section of the report looks at how much your parents earn and considers whether these figures change
depending on the stage of the school their children or by parental age. Understanding how earnings vary could
be very important information in determining pricing policy at different stages of the school. Note that we have,
for the purpose of this report, grouped school years into 6 parts - sixth form (years 12 and 13), upper school
(years 9,10,11), middle school (years 7 and 8), upper junior school (years 5 and 6), lower junior school (years 3
and 4) and pre-prep (nursery, reception, years 1 and 2). Not all schools will have all these groups and so some
graphs below may be blank. The graphs below show overall earnings data first (i.e. for all parents), then
provide the mean and median earnings for each school year and we then look in detail at earnings in each

major part of the school. We also look at how earnings levels vary by the age of the parents.

Spread of parental earnings

The graph below shows the spread of earnings for all participating parents at your school, for the academic
year 2021/22. Note that the figures shown are total earnings per household i.e. including both parents if

relevant. The graph excludes households where no parent is in paid employment.

Parental Earnings 2021/22
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Average Earnings by year group

The graph below shows the average (mean) household earnings of parents in each of your school year groups,
using the year group of that family’s oldest child. Full data for each main part of your school is then shown on

the following pages, alongside the earnings of parents of differing ages.

Household earnings by school year group Mean = £136,045
Median = £100,000 to £125,000
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Average Earnings by age of parents

The graph below shows the average (mean) household earnings of parents in age brackets, based on the age of
the oldest parent in each family.

Household earnings by age of oldest parent
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Earnings in different school years

The graphs below show the spread of parental earnings in each main part of your school, based on the age of

the oldest child.

Sixth Form

The graph below shows combined parental earnings just for sixth-form parents, based on the age of their

oldest child.

Parental Earnings (Sixth Form)2021/22
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Upper School

The graph below shows combined parental earnings just for upper school parents, based on the age of their

oldest child. We define upper school as being years 9,10 and 11.

Parental Earnings (Upper Senior School)2021/22
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Middle School
The graph below shows combined parental earnings just for middle school parents, based on the age of their

oldest child. We define middle school as being years 7 and 8.

Parental Earnings (Middle School)2021/22
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Upper Junior School

The graph below shows combined parental earnings just for upper junior school parents, based on the age of

their oldest child. We define upper junior school as being years 5 and 6.

Parental Earnings (Upper Junior School)2021/22
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Lower Junior School

The graph below shows combined parental earnings just for lower junior school parents, based on the age of

their oldest child. We define lower junior school as being years 3 and 4.

Parental Earnings (Lower Junior School)2021/22
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Pre-Prep School

The graph below shows parental earnings just for pre-prep parents, based on the age of their oldest child. We

define pre-prep as being nursery, reception and years 1 and 2.

Parental Earnings (Pre-Prep School)2021/22
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Do parents with more than one child earn more or finance

school fees differently?

Despite most schools offering sibling discount arrangements, paying school fees for two, three or even four
children can be very expensive. The question arises as to whether parents with more than one child at Example

Day Boarding School pay their fees in different ways, or are simply wealthier and so more able to afford them.

More than one child - does “who pays” vary?

The pie charts below show the percentage of “who pays the fees” data for an average child in families with

respectively one, two and three or more children at Example Day Boarding School, for 2021/22 only.

How fees are paid — parents with one How fees are paid — parents with two
child children
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Earnings profile by size of family

The following graphs show the combined household earnings for parents with one, two and three or more
children at Example Day Boarding School across all parents surveyed. In most schools, whilst parents with
more children tend to earn more on average than those with less (they maybe have to in order to afford the
feesl) the extent of the higher earnings is often less than the post-tax costs of paying fees for an extra child.
The graphs below examine this issue for Example Day Boarding School and schools may find them useful in
helping to determine a suitable sibling discount or multi-child means-tested bursary policy. Note that the data
in this section reflects children at Example Day Boarding School and that parents may also be paying fees for
children at other schools. We look at affordability based on the total number of children at fee-paying schools

in a later section.

The first graph looks at combined parental earnings for parents with one child at Example Day Boarding School

Mean = £135,079
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The second graph looks at combined parental earnings for parents with two children at Example Day Boarding

School

Mean = £145,107
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How affordable do parents find your fees?

Fee affordability is subjective. However, there is no doubt that some parents find it harder to afford fees than
others. The survey asked parents to rate “how affordable have you found school fees over the last three
years?’ on a scale of 1 to 5 where 1 is barely affordable and 5 is comfortably affordable. This section looks
firstly at the spread of responses, then at the earnings levels of those who are finding school fees hard to
afford (based on their giving affordability scores of only 1 or 2). The final section looks at some other data for
this latter group i.e. which school years their children are in and how many children they have at the school.
Such data may help schools in targeting bursary help where it is most needed and useful.

Fee affordability is subjective. However, there is no doubt that some parents find it harder to afford fees than
others. The survey asked parents to rate “how affordable have you found school fees over the last three
years?” on a scale of 1to 5 where 1 is barely affordable and 5 is comfortably affordable. This section looks
firstly at the spread of responses, then at the earnings levels of those who are finding school fees hard to
afford (based on their giving affordability scores of only 1 or 2). The final section looks at some other data for
this latter group i.e. which school years their children are in and how many children they have at the school.
Such data may help schools in targeting bursary help where it is most needed and useful.

Fee affordability is subjective. However, there is no doubt that some parents find it harder to afford fees than
others. The survey asked parents to rate “how affordable have you found school fees over the last three
years?” on a scale of 1to 5 where 1 is barely affordable and 5 is comfortably affordable. This section looks
firstly at the spread of responses, then at the earnings levels of those who are finding school fees hard to
afford (based on their giving affordability scores of only 1 or 2). The final section looks at some other data for
this latter group i.e. which school years their children are in and how many children they have at the school.

Such data may help schools in targeting bursary help where it is most needed and useful.
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Affordability ratings and potential changes in personal or financial

circumstances

The first pie chart below shows the fee affordability ratings for your parental body as a whole. The survey then
asked, for parents who were anticipating some change in their financial or personal circumstances in the next 3
years, how they expected this change to impact affordability. In the survey 93 parents, representing 49% of the
parental body said that they expected their circumstances to change. The data provided in the second pie
chart is only for these parents who were expecting their circumstances to change, with positive scores
indicating improving circumstances and negative scores indicating deteriorating circumstances. This may help a

school how exposed they are or are not to known parental changes in circumstances.

Overall fee affordability ratings
11%

M Barely affordable
m2

3
m4

m Comfortably affordable
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Exposure to known changing parental circumstances
W Significantly deteriorating

4% circumstances

17% B Moderately deteriorating
circumstances

Moderately improving
circumstances

55% m Significantly improving

17% circumstances

B No change in circumstances

7%

Affordability ratings by level of earnings

The table below shows the mean and median household earnings for each of the 5 affordability ratings. A later

section looks in more detail at those who are finding fees hard to afford (and so scored 1 or 2).

‘ Affordability rating ‘ Mean household earnings £
1 Barely affordable 80,000
2 108,318
3 154,323
4 192,188
5 Comfortably affordable 218,750

Affordability ratings by number of children

The table below shows the average affordability rating measured by number of children (in total at fee paying

schools not just at Example Day Boarding School.

Number of children Average affordability rating

1 2.81
2 2.49
3 2.35
4 2.63
5 2.50
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Earnings levels of those finding your fees hard to afford

One of the keys to establishing a sensible approach to a bursary policy is understanding the level of earnings
for those who are finding fees hard to afford. We view these as being parents who gave an affordability score
of 1 or 2. The graph below shows the spread of earnings for those parents giving these lower scores. A total of

97 parents (counting only those in paid employment) gave affordability scores of 1 or 2.

Parental Earnings of those finding school fees least affordable
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£250,000 to £500,000 I

Number of parents
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£20,000 to £30,000
£30,000 to £40,000
£40,000 to £50,000
£50,000 to £60,000
£60,000 to £70,000
£70,000 to £80,000
£80,000 to £90,000
£90,000 to £100,000

£100,000 to £125,000
£125,000 to £150,000
£150,000 to £200,000
£200,000 to £250,000

o

Earnings per househo
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Other commitments faced by those finding your fees hard to afford

It is important to note that looking at simple earnings levels may not give the full picture on affordability as one
does not know all other parental circumstances. However, from the survey results it is possible to provide
more information about this group, as they might be considered your most “marginal parents”. The pie chart
below shows, for those 97 parents scoring a 1 or a 2 on affordability, how many children they currently had at

Example Day Boarding School.

Number of children at Example Day
Boarding School for those finding fees

% hard to afford
16%

43% m1
m2
m3
m4a

40% m5

Looking in more detail at this same group of parents 56% of them had a mortgage, 57% were supporting other

children at university and 21% were also paying fees at schools other than Example Day Boarding School.
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Pupils receiving bursary support

Most schools provide some form of means-tested bursary support. This section looks at participating pupils

receiving such support.

Fee affordability is subjective. However, there is no doubt that some parents find it harder to afford fees than
others. The survey asked parents to rate “how affordable have you found school fees over the last three
years?” on a scale of 1to 5 where 1 is barely affordable and 5 is comfortably affordable. This section looks
firstly at the spread of responses, then at the earnings levels of those who are finding school fees hard to
afford (based on their giving affordability scores of only 1 or 2). The final section looks at some other data for
this latter group i.e. which school years their children are in and how many children they have at the school.

Such data may help schools in targeting bursary help where it is most needed and useful.

Parental earnings of bursary pupils

Out of the 331 pupils covered by this survey 12 were in receipt of bursary. The graph below shows the
household earnings profile of families where at least one child is in receipt of bursary support. Note that,
although we asked specifically for those in receipt of bursaries, a few parents may have confused this with non

means-tested scholarship awards. If there are unusual entries below, this is most likely the explanation.

Parental Earnings where one or more children receives bursary support
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Fee remission profile of bursary pupils
The pie chart below then shows the level of bursary support provided by Example Day Boarding School to
these parents/pupils. Note that, although we specify to include only mean-tested bursary support our

experience is that some parents may include lower-level scholarship awards as well.

Level of bursary support received
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Fee affordability for bursary pupils

One might suppose that parents with children receiving bursaries would feel that fees are more affordable than
those who did not. The average affordability rating given by parents receiving bursary support was 1.36
compared with an average affordability rating of 3. The rating may also vary with the level of bursary support.
So the affordability rating was 1.33 for parents with children receiving between 0% and 29% bursary support,
1.43 for parents with children receiving between 30% and 69% bursary and 1.00 for parents with children

receiving 70% or over bursary support.
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Your parents’ working lives

Nearly all parents have to work hard to pay school fees. This may mean both parents working, juggling busy
lives to fit in with the school run, unexpected meetings and getting home late. This section examines your

parents’ working lives.

Family profile of your parents

The pie charts below show the high-level family circumstances of your parents. The first pie chart shows the
percentage of single parent versus two-parent households (note of course that in two parent households these
might not both the natural parents) and the second pie chart shows, for the two-parent households only,

whether both parents “work” i.e. are in paid employment or self-employment.

Proportion of single parent Proportion of dual parent households
households where both parents work

32%

BYes HNo HYes HNo
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Employment profile of your parents

The pie chart below shows the employment status of your parents, firstly for single-parent households and

then two-parent households.

9%

Employment profile of single parent
households

B employed

H employed by
own business

self-employed
61%
M not in paid
employment

16%

14%

17%

Employment profile of two parent
households

H employed
® employed by
own business

l5§gf1°-employed

M not in paid
employment
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The school run

The “school run” is a familiar feature of many parents’ lives. This section examines how many of your families
are involved in the school run i.e. rather than their children getting school transport or public transport or
getting to school under their own steam. The section then looks at how long the school run takes and how
easily the school run fits into parents’ working lives. The aim of this section is to allow schools to consider any
further measures which they could put in place to help parents - whether by extending school transport or

providing before or after school activities or supervision.

Number of families doing the daily school run

The pie chart below shows the proportion of families undertaking the daily school run, expressed as a

proportion of all families with day and/or flexi boarding pupils.

Families involved in the school run

BYes HENo
7%

(o]
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Time taken on the school run

The two bar charts below show, for those families involved in the school run, how long each day the journey
typically takes them, firstly to get to school and then to get home. Please note that if schools wish to look at
the areas of home travel times and transport in more detail we collected data on the first part of parental
postcodes e.g. BS48 and, although it is not in this standard report, we would be happy to provide you with

more information in this area.
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How well does the school run fit in with parents’ working lives?

Some parents live close to the school or work part-time and the school run is therefore relatively easy. Others
live further away, work full-time and the school run is a nightmare. The pie chart below shows how well the

school run fits into the working lives of your parents.

How well does the school run fit into

parents' working lives?
20%

M Easil
29% Y

M Fairly
comfortably

With some
planning and

effort
M Its pretty

32% 199  difficult
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Term-time childcare

Unless one parent does not work (or at least work full-time) getting children to school and picking them up and
caring for them in the afternoons can be very difficult. This section looks at how long parents’ working days are
and then, in the term-time, how many parents pay for childcare, how many hours per week they pay for and
when during the day it is. The aim of this section is to allow schools to consider any further measures which
they can put in place to help parents - maybe by providing before or after school activities, supervision or even

morning or evening meals if they are not provided routinely.

How many parents pay for childcare in the term-time and when during the day
is it?
The pie charts below show the proportion of families who pay for childcare in the term-time and then when

during the day this childcare is paid for.

How many parents pay for term-time When during the day is it?
childcare?

B Mostly in the
mornings

18%

24%

B Mostly in the
afternoon/eve

HYes MNo nings

Both

mornings and

afternoon/eve

nings




BAINES CUTLER

Example Day Boarding School

How many hours of term-time childcare are parents paying for?
The graph below shows, for those families who pay for term-time childcare, how many hours in a typical week

they pay for. Note that the survey asked for total hours i.e. for all children.

Number of hours of term-time childcare paid for
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8
6
4
2
O T T T T T T T

Paid childcare hours

Number of parents

1-5 hours

6 - 10 hours
11 - 15 hours
16 - 20 hours
21-25 hours
26 - 30 hours
31 - 35 hours
36 - 40 hours

What time do those parents who are paying for childcare typically get home?

The graph below shows, for those families who pay for term-time childcare, the time of day when parents
typically get home. Note that we have not attempted, for a 2-parent family, to consider which parent gets home

first. We have instead looked at the time any parent in families paying for childcare get home, to give schools a

feel for the extent of challenges facing parents.

When do parents who pay for childcare typically finish work?
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Earnings of those who pay for term-time childcare

The graph below shows, for those families who pay for term-time childcare, the level of household earnings in

2021/22.

Earnings of those parents who pay for term-time childcare
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Childcare in half-terms and holidays

This section looks at the challenges faced by parents in looking after their children in half-terms and holidays.
We asked the extent to which such parents paid for childcare, how many hours per week they pay for and
overall how difficult they find half-terms and holiday childcare as being. For parents who paid for such
childcare and then for those who said that half-term and holiday childcare was particularly difficult we then
looked at household earnings for these groups. The aim of this section is to allow schools to consider any
further measures which they can put in place to help parents - maybe by half-term and holiday activities and
clubs and to assess the extent to which such help might be welcomed and afforded by parents. In this section

we exclude any parents who do not live in the UK.
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How many parents pay for childcare in half-terms and holidays?
The pie charts below show the proportion of families who pay for childcare in half-terms and then in the

holidays.

How many parents pay for childcare in

How many parents pay for half-term
the holidays?

childcare?

HYes HNo
53%

SU")o/eS H No

How many hours of half-term and holiday childcare are parents paying for?

The following graphs below show, for those families who pay for half-term and then holiday childcare, how

many hours in a typical week they pay for. Note that the survey asked for total hours i.e. for all children.

Number of hours of half-term childcare paid for
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Number of hours of holiday childcare paid for
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How difficult are half-terms and holidays in terms of childcare?

The pie charts below show, firstly for families who pay for childcare and then for those who don’t, how difficult

looking after their children is both in half-terms and in the holidays.

Difficulty in half-terms for those who
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B Very difficult
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m Difficult

Neither easy
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M Easy
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Difficulty in holidays for those who
pay for childcare

23% M Very difficult

H Difficult

Neither easy

14%

Difficulty in holidays for those who
don’t pay for childcare

21%

5% m Very difficult
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| Difficult

Neither easy

nor difficult nor difficult
B Easy M Easy
21% 17%
M Very easy H Very easy

18%

Earnings of those who pay for half-term or holiday childcare
The graph below shows, for those families who pay for either half-term or holiday childcare, the level of

household earnings in 2021/22.

Earnings of those parents who pay for half-term or holiday childcare
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Earnings of those who find half-term and holiday childcare difficult

The graphs below show the level of household earnings for those families who find half-term and holiday
childcare difficult (as indicated by their answering “difficult” or “very difficult”), firstly if they pay for half-term
and/or holiday childcare and secondly if they do not. As this is the group of parents most in need of help

schools may wish to focus their thoughts on how they might be able to help or support this group of parents.
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Boarding - who boards and why?

This section looks at subject of boarding and why parents have chosen boarding as an option. Clearly only
some of these reasons are time or money related but the results should enable management to see the extent

to which these are influencing factors.

Boarding and day pupil profile
The table below shows the number of day and boarding pupils included in this survey, with boarding numbers
split between flexi-boarding, weekly boarding and full boarding. The second column shows these numbers in

percentage terms and can be compared with the final column showing the percentages for the school as a

whole.
Key Indicator Survey Survey School percentage
Numbers Percentage
Day pupils 202 61 60
Flexi boarders 27 8 10
Weekly boarders 39 12 10
Full boarders 63 19 20
Total 331
International boarding numbers 5 4
included in boarding numbers above

Why do your day pupils not board?

In any boarding school pupils (if they are at the right age) have a choice to board but some (or many) choose
not to do so. For each parent who had a child of boarding age who did not board at Example Day Boarding
School we asked parents for the main reasons why this was. Again some are time and money-related, others

are not. The results are shown in the pie chart below.
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Reasons for not boarding

18% 16%
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31%
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Key to pie chart

M Finance
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Why do your boarders board?

Parents (or indeed their children) may choose to board for many reasons, some of which may be due to time,
work and earnings pressures in busy parental lives. The three pie charts below show, for each class of

boarder, why parents said their children boarded.

Why do your pupils flexi-board? Why do your pupils weekly board?
14% 11%
12% 13% o
11%
14% 13% 10%
9%
7%
0,
9% 16%
12%
13% “ 11% 8% 9%
Why do your pupils full board? = Child’s choice
12% 11% ® Parents' work commitments
NIA
b Family tradition

9%

= Parents’ lifestyle choice

11% = Financial i.e. cost of childcare
11% Other family commitments
m Quality of boarding offering
11% m Wider educational opportunities
m Reputation of the school
13%
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Boarding - how do earnings vary between day and

boarding parents?

This section considers how some of the key earnings and time information provided earlier in this report vary

depending on whether pupils board or not. We also consider different types of boarding i.e. flexi, weekly and

full boarding. We accept that in each boarding school these boarding alternatives may be called different

things or vary slightly, but using these four broad categories allows us to report back in a consistent way.

Earnings by type of fee

Earlier in the report we provided parental earnings data for the school as a whole. However, in boarding

schools there are often a variety of educational choices ranging from day to full boarding. We have set out

below earnings graphs for each of the four main fee and educational choices.
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Affordability ratings by type of fee

We have set out below affordability ratings pie charts for each of the four main fee and educational choices.

Day school fee affordability ratings
9%

24%
H Barely

affordable
m2
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m Comfortably
affordable

32%

Flexi boarding fee affordability ratings
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Weekly boarding fee affordability
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Full boarding fee affordability ratings
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Affordability ratings by level of earnings and type of fee

We have set out below the median and mean levels of earnings for each level of affordability ratings and each

type of fee.
Affordability rating Day EELY Flexi Boarder Full Boarder
by type of fee Parent Boarder
Affordability rating Mean Mean Mean Mean
1 Barely affordable 75,811 61,667 81,000 75,833
2 107,296 111,667 82,000 96,806
3 154,803 166,071 118,500 166,667
4 190,833 241,667 171,429 202,083
5 Comfortably affordable 203,571 258,333 262,500
All ratings 128,480 148,100 100,855 139,298
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Boarding - how do childcare choices vary between day and

boarding parents?

Paying for childcare is, for most parents who do so, a trade-off between time and money. So is the opportunity
to work longer or work away from home, or to pursue other interests, or to carry out other family
responsibilities or commitments “worth” the cost of that childcare and the lower level of direct contact with
their children that this envisages? Each parent makes this choice for themselves and this section looks at how

these choices vary for both term-time and half-term/holidays childcare.

Parents who choose term-time childcare when boarding options are available are presumably taking different
views on the childcare/boarding balance than those who choose to term-time board, whether through weekly
boarding or flexi-boarding alternatives. The first section below therefore looks at how many hours’ childcare

are paid for in the term-time by (in turn) day, flexi-boarding and weekly boarding parents. Term-time childcare

is of course not relevant for full-boarding parents nor is it for the majority of weekly boarding parents.

The second section then looks at paid childcare in half-terms and in the holidays and how this varies by type of
pupil - day pupils, flexi and weekly boarders (taken together) and then full boarders, firstly UK boarders and
then international boarders. Clearly childcare paid in the holidays by international parents is something of less
direct interest or relevance to a school, although if this were to be taking place to a large extent, this might

encourage a school to offer further holiday activities and choices for such children.

Hours of term-time childcare paid by boarding and day parents
The graphs below show, for those families who pay for term-time childcare, how many hours in a typical week
they pay for, split between day, flexi-boarding and weekly boarding parents. Note that the survey asked for

total hours i.e. for all children combined.
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Term-time childcare paid for by day parents
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Term-time childcare paid for by flexi boarding parents
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Term-time childcare paid for by weekly boarding parents
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Hours of half-term and holiday childcare paid for by boarding and day parents

The graphs below show, for those families who pay for half-term and then holiday childcare, how many hours
in a typical week they pay for, split between day, flexi-boarding and weekly boarding parents (taken together)

and then full boarding parents, with the latter graph split between UK and international boarders. Note that the

survey asked for total hours i.e. added up for all children.

Day Parents:

Half-term childcare paid for by day parents
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Flexi and Weekly Parents:

Half-term childcare paid for by flexi and weekly boarding parents
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Full Boarding UK Parents:

Half-term childcare paid for by full boarding UK parents
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Holiday childcare paid for by full boarding UK parents
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Full Boarding International Parents:

Half-term childcare paid for by full boarding International parents
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Holiday childcare paid for by full boarding international parents
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